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The Editor’s Den  
The August Forked Tongue includes an article 
written by Al Winstel on rubber boas 
  
Calendar of Events 
 
September 3 – Monthly Meeting featuring the 
GCHS Conservation team speaking on 
Hellbenders 
 
October 1 – Monthly Meeting featuring John 
Agnew speaking on “Hunting the False Gharial” 
 
November 5 – Monthly Meeting featuring Will 
Bird and Phil Peak speaking on Kentucky Field 
Herpetology 
  
December 3 – Monthly Meeting featuring Chris 
Bauer speaking on African Herping 
 
GCHS Auction 
Thanks to everyone who braved the predicted bad 
weather and made the GCHS auction. We made 
more than $1300 and everyone got very good 
deals. Thanks again to our sponsors who donated 
everything for auction. 
 
The Rubber(y) Boa                         
By Al Winstel                                                    

 

     Recently, for a couple of reasons, rubber boas 
have been on my mind.  Every once in a while, it 
seems that circumstances combine to bring a 
particular species to our attention.  In this case, 
first I was planning a vacation out West and 
noticed that we would be within the range of this 
species.  Secondly, an old friend I hadn’t seen in 
years e-mailed me a photo of a rubber boa he had 
found under a tarp in his backyard in northern 
Oregon.   As a result I felt compelled to research a 
little about the rubber boa. 
       The rubber boa (Charina bottae), native to the 
western and northwestern U.S., is unique in a 
number of ways.  One of two boas found in the 
U.S., it is the most northerly occurring boa 
worldwide.  It has been recorded as being active at 
temperatures in the 40’s, able to digest food at 60 
degrees F., and been found crawling over snow 
covered ground.  The downside of this is that it 
doesn’t like heat at all.  Most delightfully, this has 
also got to be the “cuddliest” of all the world’s 
snakes.  Rubber boas are slow moving, soft 
skinned, and I’ve been unable to find an account of 
one biting a human.  At 1.5 to 3 feet long, they are 
also tiny. 
     There used to be three subspecies of rubber boa, 
mostly characterized by range.  Apparently these 
snakes vary in scalation even within a population.  
The total area covered by this snake includes 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and parts of Canada, 
California, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming, and Montana. 
 Most seem to receive standard protection for 
reptile species in the states where they occur, but 
they do receive total protection in Washington and 
there is a dwarf state threatened form in the 
southern mountains of California.  This form is 
sometimes considered a separate species, Charina 
umbratica.  Due to this species’ secretiveness, 
there is usually some controversy over its 
population levels. 
     Rubber boas are said to be nest predators, often 
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feeding upon nestling rodents.  The unusual blunt 
tail tip is usually scarred on wild specimens and 
thought to be used to distract adult rodents 
protecting their nests while the snake feeds on the 
young.  Although well designed for burrowing, 
with their smooth scales, pointed snout, under 
slung jaw, and usually brownish to olive 
coloration, rubber boas have also been observed to 
climb very effectively.  Their skin fits like a 
slightly large rubber boot, folding where the body 
curves, giving them their “rubber” appellation. 
     Rubber boas in captivity are problematical.  
Based upon my slight experience with them in 
captivity and the writings of those more 
experiences, the adults aren’t a problem to keep, 
provided you are able to keep the summer temps 
below 78 degrees F. and hibernate them as cool as 
55 degrees the rest of the year.  They feed on 
fuzzies or pinkies and have a frustrating habit of 
rolling them around before eating them.  To keep 
adults successfully, you also need to be very 
patient.  Herpetoculturists usually expect snakes 
to eat weekly.  Rubber boas are known to fast for 
more than half a year regularly with the smaller 
males eating less than females.  Snakes can be fed 
in deli cups or the food can be placed under a 
piece of bark or other hide in the cage.  Substrate 
can be newspaper or a damp soil like material. 
     Babies are a whole other problem than the 
adults.  They tend to be small (7 inches or so), and 
pink like an earthworm.  Actually, viewed from 
beneath, the ventral scales look quite a bit like the 
rings on an earthworm.  The skin appears to be 
very thin, and feeding is again pretty sporadic.  
High temperatures (above 70) can lead to fast 
metabolism, which when coupled with refusal to 
feed can result in death.  The young also seem to 
dehydrate easily.  I plan to keep them in several 
inches of soil mix with a water bowl and dry area 
to lie on at the surface when I have an opportunity 
to work with them in the future.  Some seem to 
eat at a pace of 2 or more small pinkies a week 
while active, but then the feeding response turns 
off and temperatures must be dropped to 70 or 
below to conserve energy.  It is typical for 
newborn young to fast for 9 months at low 
temperatures before feeding for the first time.  The 
usual tricks for getting baby snakes to feed may 

work for rubber boas, but at least one reference 
suggests just keeping them cool and waiting until 
they feel like eating.   
     For someone used to keeping snakes dry and 
warm, rubber boas seem more akin to amphibians 
than reptiles.  They like it cool and moist.  Damp 
cages don’t seem to cause the usual snake skin 
problems.  There are private breeders of these 
snakes in the Midwest and possibly a few 
elsewhere.  Some states did allow minor 
collection, but often sale of collected specimens is 
prohibited.  For the typical reptile keeper, I would 
suggest that captive bred or legally collected adults 
would be really interesting animals to keep.  If you 
decide to go with juveniles, I suggest getting 
advice from experienced breeders. 
     There are a few places to get info on rubber 
boas.  Ryan Hoyer’s website at 
www.rubberboas.com has a lot of info on captive 
care and natural history, much based on data 
generated by Richard Hoyer, his father, over many 
years of study.  There is also a forum on rosy, 
rubber, and sand boas on www.kingsnake.com.  
There is a TFH book on rubber, rosy, and sand 
boas by Jerry Walls, as well as a Barron’s 
publication on the same group by Richard Bartlett, 
but I am not sure that the latter 2 books emphasize 
enough the care problems encountered with 
juveniles (or maybe it’s just me). 
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Thanks Again to the Donators for our Auction 

 
www.saveonscales.com 

 
www.repcal.com 

 
www.petsolutions.com 

Reptile Art by John Agnew 
www.angelfire.com/id/wildscenes 

 
 

www.inkart.net 

 
www.catalinaaquarium.com  

www.frognirvana.com 

 
www.jackspets.com 

 
www.prettybird.com 

 
www.acornnaturalists.com 

 
www.dickssportinggoods.com 

 
www.omega.com  

www.mazuri.com 
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www.basspro.com 

 
www.drsfostersmith.com   

www.rodentpro.com  
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www.zoomed.com  

www.cincyzoo.org  
 

Miami Valley Reptile Rescue 
  

www.newportaquarium.com  

 
Classifieds 

Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card-carrying 
members of the GCHS at All Creatures Animal Hospital. 
Dr. Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894 Ohio Pike, Amelia, 
OH 45102, 513-797-7387. 
 
Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card carrying 
members of the GCHS at Dr. Dahlhausen’s Veterinary 
Clinic, 5989 Meijer Dr., Suite 2, Milford, Ohio 
513-576-0131 
 
(Number to left of decimal indicates males; number to right 
of decimal indicates females; number to right of second 
decimal indicates number of unknown sex.  For example, 
3.2.1=3 males, 2 females, and 1 unsexed specimen) 
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Currently Held Positions 
 
President Grady Calhoun  (812) 926-1206 
Vice President Dean Alessandrini (513) 347-0099 
Editor   Grady Calhoun (812) 926-1206 
    (513) 564-6041 
Treasurer Peggy Fille (513) 528-4452  
Sergeant-at-Arms Bruce Fille (513) 528-4452 
Education Committee Chairman  
  Peggy  Fille (513) 528-4452 
Secretary Kyle Becker (513) 831-4898 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


