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Calendar of Events

January’s Business Minutes

February 4 — Monthly Meeting featuring GCHS *
member Mike Schornak speaking on his trip to Ind|a
and all the herps found therein.

March 4 — Monthly Meeting featuring GCHS member
Larry & Kyle Becker on Snake Road as a preludento a
April Snake Road trip for the society.

April — Monthly Meeting featuring Jeff Dawson,

reptile keeper and herp enthusiast at Columbus Zoo.

*

Jeff will be presenting on a herp trip to Vietnanda
Thailand he recently took.

June 3- Monthly Meeting featuring Rob Steubing,

Grady Calhoun was voted in as a life member of
the Greater Cincinnati Herpetological Society
President, Matt Fille, made an announcement that
the board has been looking at restructuring the due
process and will be discussing further at the
January Board Meeting.

Our speaker lineup has been filled through May of
2009; if you or anyone you know is interested in
speaking in June, July, or August, please contact
VP Chris Bauer or Pres. Matt Fille.

We will no longer be able to be at the Museum
Center for Mother's Day weekend due to a yearly
Museum-sponsored event.

Conservation Advisor to a London-based oil palmlJanuary’s Board Meeting Minutes

plantation company based in the Mahakam area df
East Kalimantan (Indonesia). Rob will be sharinghwi
us The Herpetological Delights of Borneo

Announcements

HERP WEEKEND 2009
RED RIVER GORGE *
NATURAL BRIDGE STATE PARK
May 1-2, 2009

*
Discover nature's most misunderstood critters! Experienced
herpetologists will lead field trips into the Red River @Gor
Geological Area to observe reptiles and amphibians in their

native habitat. Most Saturday fieldtrips will be offered at
9am and 1:30pm. Collection is prohibited. Friday and
Saturday evening presentations will focus on reptile and
amphibian natural history and conservation. Some
demonstrations will include live venomous snhakes! On site
registration fee is $10/adult and $3/child (ages 12 and

The board decided to put the New Dues Schedule
Proposal before the general meeting in February for
a vote to adopt

We received several late submissions from Turpin
High School for our T-Shirt contest and the Board
voted on the top four (4) out of all of our
submissions which will be put before the general
meeting in February for a vote on which design
will become our kids T-shirt for this year

The board discussed changing printers for our
newsletters as our current printer is raising rates
and may be soon out of business

We have booked dates for our semi-annual Krohn
Conservatory show through September of 2010

The Snake Road Trip had a tentative date set of
April 16-19. The group would leave Cincinnati
Thursday evening and return late Sunday evening
The board voted to make its annual donation to
Herp Weekend and also voted to setup a vendor
table during the weekend events.

under). If you are interested in going to Herp WeekendRescue Report

please sign up or see Matt Fille. We are trying to take a
large group down this year and will possibly open up some
carpooling and room-sharing options. Hope to see you
there!

We are always looking for good homes for our rescue
animals. If you are a member in good standing and
would like to volunteer to take in a rescued animal,
please see Matt or Peggy Fille to have your name added
to the rescue list. You will be contacted if an animal that
you are willing to adopt comes through rescue.

The March meeting will be Wednesday, March 4 at 7:00 pm at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Herp of the Month all necessary moisture from plants. These tortoises are quite
Red Footed Tortoise fond of hibiscus (flowers and leaves), papaya, bouganvillea,
Geochelone carbonaria cactus, aloe vera and many other naturally occurring
Caribbean plants. Breeding is synchronized with the onset of
the rainy season. The mating ritual of redfooted tortoises
involves some very distinctive head movements on the part
of the male. He begins by standing side-by-side with @noth
tortoise and moving his head suddenly to one side, then
returning it to the middle, in a series of sideways jerking
motions.

If the second tortoise is a female, she will not move her head
in response. The male will move around to sniff at herttail,
confirm what he already suspects, before mating begins.
Experiments have shown that in order for mating to proceed,
not only do the movements of the head have to be precise,
but also the coloration of the head has to be correct. Perhaps
The South American red-footed tortois€&sepchelone  the most usual thing about their breeding behavior istieat
carbonarig) is protected under Appendix Il of The male makes a clucking sound during courtship and mating.
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Speciephe clucks may sound amazingly like a hen; however, they
(CITES), meaning that this species may not be exportefise and fall in pitch according to a set pattern. When the
from its home country without a permit. Appendix Il female tortoise is ready to lay, the nest-digging process
animals are not classified as threatened with extinction, buﬂegins_ Nests are preferentially excavated near a wall or
are considered sensitive to this danger if international tradsome other protective barrier. The tortoise excretes a liquid
is left unregulated. Although protection under CITES haso moisten the soil as the nest is dug. The nest is dwg tb
some positive effects on the survival of this species, CITEthe maximum reach of the hind feet. A female will guite
regulations cannot protect the red-footed tortoise where it isften dig as many as 3 “false” or unused nests before
most in danger, within the boundaries of its home coemtri  actually laying her eggs.

The carapace of the red-footed tortoise usually grows tonce laying commences, additional liquid is excreted. The
about 14 inches long, although a maximum length of 17.7kound or oval, golf ball-sized eggs may then be deposited
inches has been recorded. Adult males, at an average @pidly or several minutes apart, singly or two at a time.
13.25 inches (30.4 cm) long, are somewhat larger than th€lutch sizes vary from 2 to 8 eggs, with clutches of 3 to 5
females, which average 11.25 inches (28.9 cm) in lengtlbggs most common. Larger eggs and clutches are generally
They are sexually mature at a smaller size than the fema|q53r.0duced by larger and older females. After laying is
Males have a concave plastron (bottom shell) and have gompleted, the female shovels soil over the nest with her
lower, flatter, and a more pronounced hourglass shape Hind legs. Nest excavation, egg laying and covering the nest
their carapaces than do females. Males also have longehay take as long as 3 to 4 hours. During the entire egg-
thicker tails than the females. laying period the female remains in a what might be
The species name for this tortoisarbonarig refers to the described as trancelike state.

carbon-like color of its dark brown or black carapace. Therhe incubation period is generally 105 to 202 days (mean
dark scutes, or carapace sections, have lighter patches mo) but may be as long as one year. Once hatching
yellow in the centers and around the outside edges of th®ymmences, it may take 2 days or more to complete,
shell. Although there is a lot of variation betweeninterspersed with frequent rest periods by the hatchlings.
individuals, the legs and head are often colored with patchesiter hatching, shell fragments may adhere to the hatchlings’
of red, orange or yellow carapace but will eventually fall off. Hatchlings are 1 to 1-
They are generally found in drier forest areas, grasslandg/2 inches long. Although they may appear somewhat mis-
and the savanna, however they have been observed inhappen upon emergence from the shell, the carapace will
variety of habitat types, including scrub brush, rain foresttraighten within the first few days. They do not have d@ny o
and even developed areas and roadsides. They generalie toothlike projections on the edges of the carapace, like
roam during the early morning and evening, when it ighose found in the yellow-footed tortoises. A pinkish o
cooler and during rainy periods. They generally seek shadgllowish sack attached to the hatchling’s plastron contains
during the day to escape from the midday heat. all the nutrients it requires for the first week, duringickh
Red-footed tortoises are primarily herbivorous, scavengersme hatchling will appear to sleep, or “hibernate,” in some
eating a variety of vegetable and animal matter. Coprophagtotected corner.

(feeding on its own or another species feces) is not

uncommon. In its natural habitat, Red footed tortoise marticle used with permission of Virgin Island DFW

go for long periods without a direct water source, derivindwttp://bcrc.bio.umass.edu/vifishandwildIife/EduoaMFactSheet/PDF Docs/
12Redfoot.pdf

The March meeting will be Wednesday, March # at 7:00 pm at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Escape to south Florida condition, and a beautiful live Eastern Garter snake with a
John Agnew new lump in its belly.

We took a week away from the cold to our old haunts iBack at the campground irf
Everglades National Park. | lived in south Florida in theLong Pine Key, | discovered§
70's and 80’s, and spent a fair amount of time in the gladethe population of geckos in thg
searching for herps. There were restrooms. Hemidactylus
two species that | missed in all turcicus was there in
the years | spent down there; the abundance. One had
cottonmouth and the American bifurcated tail. | wonder if
crocodile. This trip made up for some of our fellow campers had passed me guarding the
that famine. Our first morning in snake on the highway, and were now watching me take
Flamingo, the southern tip of the photos at the windows of the ladies restroom.

park on Florida Bay, | saw five

crocs. They ranged in size from a
puny four footer in Eco pond,
sunning  himself  with  the
spoonbllls to a monster 14 footer lounging at the mafina.
appears that the crocs are regulars at the marina now, al
guaranteed. Itis great to see them making a comeback.

We saw lots of gators, of
course. The most
memorable encounter
started with a yearling
gator we discovered on
the road one night. |
stopped to look at it, and
followed it to the water

to get a photo. | was
inching as close as |
could, when Pat pointed out the open-mouthed mama under
water about three feet from my face. | backed off and
everyone went home intact.

That evening a front was approaching, and we got a litt
rain. This brought the frogs
out, unfortunately all over§#
the road. It was impossible
to avoid running some ov
lest | be run over myself b é
faster traffic. Pig frogs,§
Leopard frogs, and Cricke®
frogs popped all over th
highway. Then | spotted
shake, sailing right over it
in the van. It looked to me
like a cottonmouthI

Some things | missed that | remembered from prewous years
were the abundant tree frogg e e

and the large Florida soft-she
turtles at Anhinga Trail. We saws

This was the first | had seen in the park. It was beautlfUStopped by the Naples Zoo -'
looking freshly shed. Unfortunately, it was in great dangewisit my friend David Tetzlaff. §
with cars coming by every few minutes. | steered thentHe pulled out a spectacular
around the snake with my flashlight, spotlighting the snakfoot canebreak rattler that h¢
as they went by so they could appreciate my efforts. Toases for public demos, an
bad | couldn't hear their comments! It wasn't easyshowed me his new baby
convincing the snake to move. We were in a saw gradsushmasters. Fun stuff!
marsh, with no sticks
in sight. | chanced Heading to the east coast, we visited Jonathan Dickinson
kicking at its tail a bit State Park (near Jupiter, FL). In the pine scrub in the coastal
when it faced away, dunes, we found Scrub lizards (Sceloporus woodi), and Six-
but all it did was coil Lined racerunners (Cnemidophorus sexlineatus). In the past,
up and gape. Noticing I've seen Gopher tortoises and Eastern Diamondbacks here,
it startle a bit from the but this was a very short visit, so | felt lucky to findew
vibration of a passing lizards.
3 truck, | tried stomping
"% the ground near it
which seemed to work. It reluctantly left the pavement.
hope it kept going. On down the road | found anot
cottonmouth almost identical to the first, except for being
freshly squished. | found a Florida water snake in the sa

It's always great to escape to a
land with active herps during the
depths of our winter. | hope it
will tide me over until spring!

The March meeting will be Wednesday, March # at 7:00 pm at the Cincinnati Nature Center




A Must-Read Conservation Report
*  Due to winter weather, conservation projects have

The Snake Charmer: been put on hold until spring. If you are interdste

A Life and Death in Pursuit of Knowledge in helping with a current project or would like to

by Jamie James propose a new one, please contact Dean
Alessandrini.

“James The Music of the Sphedetells the gritty and sad
story of Joe Slowinski, a flamboyant and well-known
herpetologist who died in Burma in 2001, aged 38, froen th
poisonous bite of a krait snake. Different snakes—from the
first black rat snake he encountered at age five to the cobras
on which his professional success was built—anchof
different phases in Slowinski's life, as James paints a
portrait of a man filled with ambition, intelligence, passion
and recklessness. The account of the expedition into an
unexplored region of northern Burma is chilling—it set a
new standard of misery for scientific expeditions. After*
Slowinski was bitten by the krait, he was kept alive for 30
hours, through his companions' heroic efforts, with mout
to-mouth resuscitation. But the snake's potent neurotoxin
did its work, and Slowinski died deep in the jungle.He t
end, this book is both a tribute to Slowinski's spénitd
scientific accomplishments, and a cautionary tale about the
dangers of an overly passionate ambition.” ngs

Review by Publisher's Weekly. June 2008

Upcoming Herp Trips

If you are interested in taking a spring, Snake dRoa
Trip the third weekend in April, please contact Mat
Fille or Larry Becker as plans for this trip are
underway.

If you are interested in attending Herp Weekendd200

at Natural Bridge State Park in May, please contact
Matt Fille as plans for this trip are underway.

February Education Programs

Milford Elementary After-School Program

Scrub Lizard Sceloporus woodi . . L
Photo Courtesy of Jghn Agnew 2008 Science Night at Fairview German Academy

Harrison Library

Volunteer Corner

*  Our semi-annual Krohn Conservatory show is upon ud¢f you are interested in volunteering for one oégh
and we are looking for members to bring animals forprograms, or are willing to donate the use of your
display. We will also need members to be present tainimals for a program, please contact Peggy Fdle a
greet guests, attend the photo booth, and answefpon as possible as these programs are just atbend

questions. Please see or contact Peggy Fille for datggner. Peggy can be reached at Fillel@fuse.net.
and to sign up for Saturday and/or Sunday!

The March meeting will be Wednesday, March # at 7:00 pm at the Cincinnati Nature Center
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THE GREATER CINCINNATI HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY
WWW.cincyherps.com

MEMBERSHIP & INFORMATION FORM
(Please Print)

Name Date:

Mailing Address:

City, State: Zip Code:

Area Code / Phone Number

Email:

Membership Begin Date

Member Since

May this information be published in the Greater Cncinnati Herpetological Society’s Roster?
(Contact information is only accessible by memiudrtfie board.)

YES NO

Are you interested in being a point of contact fomew members?(Phone number and email address
only, would be given to new members in case they hadtiumes.)

YES NO

Membership Type

Family - $20.00/YR Student (under 18%$10.00/YR Individual - $15.00/YR

Sustaining - $25.00/YR Institutional$30.00/YR Contributing - $50.00/YR

| would prefer to receive my newsletter via:
US Postal Mail (paper copy) Email (gzdf file) Both
Please make all checks payable to The Greater Cimeiati Herpetological Society (or G.C.H.S.)
and send the completed renewal form and appropriateues to:
GCHS c/o Membership Renewal

PO Box 14783
Cincinnati, OH 45250

The March meeting will be Wednesday, March 4 at 7:00 pm at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Classified Advertising Policy Requirements for Submitting Articles to the Forked
GCHS Members may run a free classified ad of 7 Tongue

lines or less at no charge for an unlimited time;

however, the ad will be canceled after one month Articles can be submitted via CD or hard copy to
unless the editor is informed to continue it. Plese  Editor, GCHS, 4015 Brandy Chase Way, # 387,
include scientific names for the animals with your Cincinnati, OH 45245

ad as well as your phone number and area code.

Ads of up to 7 lines for non-member are $5 per Articles may be e-mailed to Brittany Gibson at
issue; ad charges for items more than 7 lines long GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com.

are as follows:

Business card size $ 5 perissue Black and white photographs can be included with articles.

1/4 page $10 per issue Photo submissions should include your name, phone

1/2 page $15 per issue number, and description of photo on the back. Photos can be
Full page inserts* $15 per issue returned.

All time dependent submissions must be in the editor's
possession no later than the meeting previous to the
publication.

*120 sheets per issue provided by advertiser

The GCHS is not liable for the quality of the
merchandise advertised. The Society also reserves
the right to refuse any ad considered to be

inappropriate.

Classifieds
Discount A 10% discount is offered to all card-carrying ntmrs of the GCHS &ll Creatures Animal HospitaDr.
Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894 Ohio Pike, Ametid{ 45102, 513-797-7387.

Discount A 10% discount is offered to all card carryingmimers of the GCHS by Dr. Dahlhausen at the Aviath an
Exotic Medical Center, 9951 Springfield Pike, Cmuati, Ohio 513-576-1990

(Number to left of decimal indicates males; numimeright of decimal indicates females; number ghtiof second
decimal indicates number of unknown sex. For exan$2.1=3 males, 2 females, and 1 unsespstimen)

American Crocodile Crocodylus acutus
Photo Courtesy of John Agnew 2008

The March meeting will be Wednesday, March % at 7:00 pm at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Currently Held Positions

President Matthew Fille  (513) 515-9669
Treasurer Lori Becker (513) 831-4898
Sergeant Arms Bill Creasey

Secretary Kyle Becker (513) 831-4898
Advisor Grady Calhoun (812) 926-1206

(513) 564-6041

Vice President Chris Bauer

Editor Brittany Gibson

Education Committee Chair
Peggy Fille

Conservation Committee Chair
Dean Alessandrini

(859) 609-1846
(419) 464-8529

(513) 5282

(513) 518-9157

About the GCHS

The Greater Cincinnati Herpetological Society holds
monthly meetings which typically consist of a short
business section, a refreshment intermission, and a
program related to herpetology. Both members and
nonmembers are invited to attend. Membership is open
to anyone with an interest in reptiles and amphibians.
New members may sign up by mail or at the monthly
meetings. Members receive monthly issues offhe
Forked Tongueand free classified advertising. Annual
dues should be directed to the secretary at the society’s
mailing address, according to the rates below:

Student $10.00 Corresponding
$10.00

Individual $15.00 Sustaining $25.00

Family $20.00 Institutional $30.00

Contributing  $50.00

P.O. Box 14783
Cincinnati, OH 45250

Why Be a Member?
- Receive monthly issues ofhe Forked Tongue

Meet persons knowledgeable about herpetoculture
Access to captive-bred herps and feeder animals

Society-sponsored  field trips and  outings.
Receive a 10%discount on herp-related items and
services when you show a valid membership card at
the following establishments:

Delhi Pet Center

Kentucky Reptile Zoo
Harrison Pet Center

All Creatures Animal Hospital
Dr. Dahlhausen’s

(513) 451-4015
(606) 663-9160
(513) 367-1115
(513) 797-7387
(513) 576-1990

The March meeting will be Wednesday, March % at 7:00 pm at the Cincinnati Nature Center




