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Calendar of Events December’s Business Minutes
* Voting will be in January to make Grady Calhoun a
January 7 — Monthly Meeting featuringr. Michelle life member for his dedication to GCHS
Boone, professor of zoology at Miami University,* We are looking for donations to purchase a laptop
speaking on amphibian conservation. for educational use in the society

* If you know of any breeders, please talk to them
February 4 — Monthly Meeting featuring GCHS about becoming a business member of the society
member Mike Schornak speaking on his trip to India  or placing an ad in our newsletter
and all the herps found therein. * If you have any ideas for upcoming herp trips or
conservation projects, please let the board know.
March 4 — Monthly Meeting featuring GCHS member They are always open to new ideas and getting
Larry & Kyle Becker on Snake Road as a preludento a  involved in the field of herpetology!
April Snake Road trip for the society.
December’s Board Meeting Minutes
* Vice President Chris Bauer was able to fill our
Speaker Calendar through May of 2009. More
details to come on speakers and topics
*  Discussion about a Saturday reptile taxidermy class
* Possibly adding a"5Big Show to our calendar
during the summer months. This show would focus
more on the educational aspect with only displays
and volunteers, not the photo booth
* |deas were entertained about printing “Children’s
T-Shirts” to be sold during shows, meetings, etc.
* Discussion on lack of interest in T-Shirt design
contest was covered with possible options (1 rcvd)
* A written set of guidelines and procedures was

Photo courtesy of Dean Alessandrini, Cave Salamander

http://www.flickr.com/photos/cincyherps started for the way a GCHS member should handle
him/herself and his/her herps during a GCHS
Announcements sponsored event
*  Talk of restructuring the GCHS membership dues
Calling all herpers!! process was addressed and will be further discussed

during the January Meeting.
The Forked Tongue is looking to spruce up its layou* Goals for 2009

and is looking for stories of any herp experierices 0 150 + active GCHS Members (we currently

its members. Submission can be as short as 3 sesten have about 100)

or as long as you wish. Have a funny memory about a 0 We want to have a large representation at
road-cruising trip? Got the inside scoop on thet bes the 2009 Red River Gorge Herp Weekend.
“herp”-spots? Know of a worth-while event? Then we Ideas on organizing a GCHS Trip there

need your input! See submission guidelines and were touched on

information at the end of this month’s newsletter. 0 Create structured Herp Programs for

schools and groups to choose from

The February meeting will be Wednesday, February% at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Conservation Corner Volunteer Corner

Great news for Ohio's hellbenders! * We are always in need of volunteers. If you are
interested in field work, helping with educational

Ohio EPA to keep oversight of coal mines! programs, or reaching out to the community for new
Thanks to everyone who voiced their concerns to the state members and support, please see a board member today
legislators! for more ways and information on to get involved.

* If you are more comfortable with not being in the
Detail here: spotlight but still want to help, we have many
httlpr:{:W\INw.dispatch.com/live/content/local newsfs/2008/12/17/EPAc opportunities for you to volunteer. The newsletter is
oal.ntim

always looking for articles, photographs, etc.

Ohio EPA to keep oversight of coal mines
Wednesday, December 17, 2008 12:10 PM
By Spencer Hunt

A Must-Read
The Lizard King by Bryan Christy

“In his new book, THE LIZARD KING, Bryan Christy

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH tells the true story of America's biggest reptile smuggler
State lawmakers have dropped a proposal to strip the OhlR/Iike Van Nostrand, and the federal agent who risks his

Environmental Protection Agency of its power to limit water . , .

. . career to stop him. Van Nostrand's company, Strictly
pollution from coal mines. Reptiles of Hollywood, Florida, is the world's largesttite
Environmentalists _had ~said “the plan - would weakenlm port-ex ort c>cl)vr¥1 an’ seIIin, hundreds of th%usangs of
government oversight of mines. P P bany, 9

Faced with opposition from them and the governor's officesnakes’ lizards, frogs, turtles, scorpions and other creepy

) . . . -¢crawlies to zoos and pet stores each year.
a House committee this morning deleted portions of a blli5 . . .
that would transfer the Ohio EPA's authority to miningWilgmesggf\ﬂep‘ggwe\g;'psﬁiiglengf titlzg vaJag thFe:SBraai‘rr:g
regulators at the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. and bank behi,nd a vas't crimi%al r?etwork un by Van
The committee instead passed, in a 21-0 vote, a compromise y

plan that would give Natural Resources officials 240 days osctrhar?stz atr:ai::rgzg:s on a wild ride into a criminadlen
to approve or deny permits for new coal mines. Natural y e

extending from South Florida to Europe, terminating in a

Resources and Ohio EPA officials also agreed to form . s X
joint task force that will study ways to more quickly approv% Z#:?fﬁstwﬁfllgg ang::eprrrg::ri]gu\gzgeuc?:ss reptiles as a front to

new mine applications. .
The House and Senate are expected to approve the THE LIZARD KING s the story of crafty smugglers

compromise and send i o Go. Ted Swiodand by PPV (¥ SRS 0 colectrs and g0 s
Thursday, before the Legislature adjourns. ’ Y g

industry in genetically-designed pythons selling for

Read the entire House amendment at: $100,000; and it is a story of obsession.

http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/synopsis.cim?21IRZ SB_386&ACT=A And not just the bad guys' In researching this book
s%20Reported%20by%20House%20Committee&hf=synopsis0286- Bryan Christy was bitten between the eyes by a blood
127.htm python, chased by a mother alligator, sprayed by a bird-

eating tarantula, and ejaculated on by a Bengal tiger. The
Education Information result is a story that will fascinate and amaze you.

*  If you or anyone you know is a part of a school, group,
or organization that would like to host a GCHSTHE LIZARD KING. Imagine The Sopranaswith
program, please get with Peggy Fille as our 200%nakes!”
Calendar is quickly filling. Excerpt taken fronhttp://thelizardkingbook.com/

Rescue Report
*  We recently received a lot of communication about a

incident on the west side involving a couple and thei ,
newly acquired boa constrictor. While we weref £
contacted by a police officer regarding the incident, we
do not and have not at any time had possession of tk
animal. The details surrounding the incident are uncleg
as different agencies and news media involved hav
reported many different stories. Had GCHS been askeghoto courtesy of Dean Alessandrini, Spotted Salamander
to take the animal as a rescue, we would have done s@p:/iwww.flickr.com/photos/cincyherps

but the office chose to keep the animal at this time.

N

The February meeting will be Wednesday, February% at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Herp of the Month

Poison Dart Frogs Status

Dendrobatidae Some poison dart frogs are endangered due to habitat loss,
which is causing numbers to decline among many species.

Description

The possibility of new medications from these frogs'
secretions is being explored.

Vibrant but toxic, poiso
dart frogs range from les
than an inch to two and
half inches in body lengt
There are more than 1( : Poison dart frogs, also called poison arrow frogs, are so
species of poison da: k-l - named because some Amerindian tribes have used their
frogs, varying in color and pattern. The black and greessecretions to poison their darts. Not all arrow frogs are
species has black spots, the strawberry or blue jeans frogdsadly, and only three species are very dangerous to humans.
all red with blue legs, the yellow-banded species appearEhe most deadly species to humans is the golden poison
painted with yellow and black. Color shades vary amongurow frog (Phyllobates terribilis). Its poison, batracixat,
frogs within a species. It is the skin that contains thg'sro can kill many small animals or humans. These frogs are
poison. found in Colombia along the western slopes of the Andes.
Arrow frogs are not poisonous in captivity. Scientistsevel
These beautiful colors are warnings to potential predatorhat these frogs gain their poison from a specific arthropod
that the frogs are poisonous. Other species, such as monaggi other insects that they eat in the wild. These insects most
butterflies, sport bright colors to advertise their toyicit likely acquire the poison from their plant diet.
Several species of non-poisonous frogs evolved with similar
coloring to avoid being eaten. Some scientists think that thk 1999 a Zoo pathologist published his discovery ofeath
reticulated pattern of the frogs also acts as camouflag@ysterious infection that was afflicting and eventually
among the forest shadows. killing poison arrow frogs and white’s tree frogs. Thghu
his effort, cutaneous chytridiomycosis was documented for
the first time as a vertebrate parasite. The veterinarians along
with keepers and pathologists also developed a treatment for
the chytrids. The same antifungal that is used to kill athletes
foot in humans can be used with the frogs and toads.

Fun Facts

Distribution and Habitat
Poison dart frogs live in the rainforests of Central anattso
America and on a few Hawaiian islands.

Diet in the Wild
Poison dart frogs feed mostly on spiders and small insecBhotograph and article taken from the Smithsoniaatiodal Zoo's
such as ants and termites. which they find on the forest ﬂOdvebsitehttp://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/Amazonia/Facts/fa
. . ) . oisondartfrog.cfm  Retrieved 12/29/08 5:30pm
using their excellent vision. They capture their prey b
using their long sticky tongues.

Reproduction
Male frogs go through an elaborate ritual to attract a matdéJpcoming Expos & Shows:
The males vocalize, a loud trill sound, to attract femalesAll-Ohio Reptile Show

Once the courtship ritual is complete, the females deposit
dozens of eggs on leaves. The eggs are encased in a
gelatinous substance for protection against decay.

UAW Hall
3761 Harding Drive.
Columbus, Ohio 43228

During the two-week development period, the male returns
to the eggs periodically to check on them. Once the tadpoles
hatch, they swim onto the male’s back and are attached by a
mucus secretion, which keeps them from falling off. The

male carries them to a place suitable for further Jan 17 Feb 21 Mar 14 Apr 4
development, such as wet holes in broken trees and
branches, little ponds, wet coconut shells, and even in tin May 2 June 6 July 18 Aug 15
cans and car tires. Tiny pools of water that collect in
bromeliads are also used by some species.

Sep 5 Oct 3 Nov 14 Dec 12

Once at their final destination, the tadpoles are on their owit.
They need an additional three months to metamorphose into
small frogs.

The February meeting will be Wednesday, February at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Will somebody please go jiggle the rat...

Forked Tongue Digitizing Project

It's been a while since I've issued an update om th
digitizing project. Although | have recently locdta
couple dozen months we had not previously hadll| st
need quite a few. Please check any old stashemggu
have so we can get as complete a set as is possible
“X's” denote that the newsletter for that month has
been located and digitized. If the square isklémen

we are missing that month’s newsletter. The moihths
need are:

Jan [ Feb [ Mar JApr [May Pun pul Rug $ep Qct Nov DOec

1980 X X X X X X X X X

1981 X

1982

1983 X =

1984 x| x| x <1 <1 x1 x 11>

1987 x [ x| x| x T x T x T xT <1 x

1989 X X X X X X X X X

1991 X X X X X X X X X X X

12 x| x| x| x < 1 x ~ T x =

1993 X X X X X X X X

1904 X | x| x X T =

1995 X X X X X X X X X X

1996] X X X X X X

1997 X X X X X X X X X X X

“Bobby, jiggle Grandpa’s rat so it looks alive, please.” 1998 X = =

Cartoon taken fromvww.thefarside.conDecember 25, 2008. 1999 X —TT>T>T=

2000 X X X %

2001 X [ x I x| x| x| x|x 7 5 7| 5%

If you are able to locate a copy of any of the migs
month’s newsletter, please contact Grady Calhoan vi
phone (513) 564-6041 or email
gradycalhoun@embargmail.com You can submit
copies of missing month’s newsletters one of three
ways: 1) Bring printed copy of newsletter to a GCHS
monthly meeting to be delivered to Grady; 2) Sdan t
newsletter to a .pdf file and email to Grady; om&il

to GCHS Newsletter Project, c/lo GCHS, PO Box
14783, Cincinnati, OH 45250. Any assistance you can
give in locating our missing newsletters is greatly
appreciated! Thanks, Grady Calhoun

Upcoming Herp Trip

If you are interested in taking a Spring, Shake dRoa
Trip in April, please contact Matt Fille or LarryeBker
as plans for this trip are underway.

The February meeting will be Wednesday, February% at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Rosy Boas | currently have 2 yearling Mexican rosies that reside in a

By Al Winstel drawer system in individual compartments. They are each
provided with aspen bedding, several hides, a heat tape along
the cage’s rear side, a water bowl that is filled once a week
for a couple of days and then emptied. Rosy boas tend to
inhabit very dry areas in the SW United States, so limited
water availability is not a problem. They each have been
receiving one thawed fuzzy mouse per week, although | am
considering doubling the food, at least for the female who
tends to try and eat my fingers if | get too close to her.head

Recently while photographing my Mexican rosies, |

noticed that the tail tip somewhat resembles the head, not
quite as much as in the rubber boa or Calabar burrowing
boa/python, but still enough to possibly fool predators

potential food items. Take a look at the photo and see what
ROSY BOA TAIL TIP you think.

Rosy boasGQharina (wasLichanurg trivirgata) are one
of best pet snakes, as long as you like stripes! There arér online rosy boa info, see:
several color forms, depending upon who you believehttp:/www.rosyboa.com/index.htm
Bartlett in “Rosy, Rubber, and Sand Boas” lists 4
subspecies. The coastal rosy b@a { roseofuscatends
toWardS a gray ground Color W|th broWn'Sh Very ra.gge(I]lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
striping. Some specimens are solid colored. The desert
rosy boa C. t. gracig has a very light gray ground color
with cleaner brown or red brown stripes. The Mid-Baja
rosy boa C. t. saslow) has well defined orange stripes
against a steel gray ground color. The Mexican faZmt.(
trivirgata) is light tan to white with dark brown to black
stripes. Albino coastal rosy boas are available if you are
willing to pay the price.

Why do | call these one of the best pet snakes? They are
rodent feeders, grow to a manageable size (three feet or so),
are relatively slow moving, and usually docile, although |
have one yearling female that has learned that when a food
item touches its snout, that it is time to strike. Yet tpe
same response when you touch her face with your hand!
Rosies are also readily available over the internet or at
reptile shows, usually in the $50-$125 range, not terribly
inexpensive, but affordable for most intermediate herp
keepers. Like most boas, these are livebearers, producing 5
or 6 young, each about 12 inches long. Juveniles take pinky
mice, although some references mention the occasional
animal that needs to be brumated before deciding to eat.
The only other problems | have seen in the literature are
possible cryptosporidiosis infection, showing up as a
definite body swelling and digestive problems and a
regurgitation syndrome related to moisture. Apparently
cryptosporidiosis is incurable and its victims need to be
isolated or euthanized. Regurgitation syndrome seems to be
related to too high a humidity and possible drinking justCiipping provided by GCHS Member, Grady Calhoun
before or after feeding. It is suggested that cages for these

snakes be kept very dry (paper, aspen, or sand substraj@)ove, our very own, Dr. Justin Calhoun is getting mame
and well ventilated. Drawer type cages, especially, shoulghto the media. Congratulations Justin and Calhoun family

not too large. | tend to feed thawed fuzzies that are less

than the snake’s maximum body diameter.

The February meeting will be Wednesday, February% at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Classified Advertising Policy Requirements for Submitting Articles to the Forked
GCHS Members may run a free classified ad of 7 Tongue

lines or less at no charge for an unlimited time;

however, the ad will be canceled after one month Articles can be submitted via CD or hard copy to
unless the editor is informed to continue it. Plese  Editor, GCHS, 4015 Brandy Chase Way, # 387,
include scientific names for the animals with your Cincinnati, OH 45245

ad as well as your phone number and area code.

Ads of up to 7 lines for non-member are $5 per Articles may be e-mailed to Brittany Gibson at
issue; ad charges for items more than 7 lines long GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com.

are as follows:

Business card size $ 5 perissue Black and white photographs can be included with articles.

1/4 page $10 per issue Photo submissions should include your name, phone

1/2 page $15 per issue number, and description of photo on the back. Photos can be
Full page inserts* $15 per issue returned.

All time dependent submissions must be in the editor's
possession no later than the meeting previous to the
publication.

*120 sheets per issue provided by advertiser

The GCHS is not liable for the quality of the
merchandise advertised. The Society also reserves
the right to refuse any ad considered to be

inappropriate.

Classifieds
GCHS T-Shirt Design Contest See a board member for details, submission desgjland regulations. Please pass
the word along to family and friends. We are logkin find a great design for a new T-Shirt!!

Discount A 10% discount is offered to all card-carrying niesrs of the GCHS atll Creatures Animal HospitaDr.
Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894 Ohio Pike, Amelid] 45102, 513-797-7387.

Discount A 10% discount is offered to all card carryingmieers of the GCHS by Dr. Dahlhausen at the Aviath an
Exotic Medical Center, 9951 Springfield Pike, Cim@ati, Ohio 513-576-1990

(Number to left of decimal indicates males; numigeright of decimal indicates females; number ghtiof second
decimal indicates number of unknown sex. For exan$2.1=3 males, 2 females, and 1 unsespstimen)

Photo courtesy of Dean Alessandrini, Spotted Salamander
http://www.flickr.com/photos/cincyherps

The February meeting will be Wednesday, February% at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




THE GREATER CINCINNATI HERPETOLOGICAL SOCIETY
www.cincyherps.com

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL & INFORMATION FORM

(Please Print)
Name: Date:
Mailing Address:
City, State: Zip Code:

Area Code / Phone Number:

Email;

Membership Expiration Date:

Member Since:

May this information be published in the Greater Cincinnati Herpetological Society’s Roster? (Contact
information is only accessible by members of the lawod.)

YES NO

Are you interested in being a point of contact fomew members? (Phone number and email address onlypuld
be given to new members in case they had questions.

YES NO

Membership Type
Family - $20.00/YR Student (under 18%10.00/YR Individual - $15.00/YR

Sustaining - $25.00/YR Institutional$30.00/YR Contributing - $50.00/YR

| would prefer to receive my newsletter via:
US Postal Mail (paper copy) Email (g3df file) Both
Please make all checks payable to The Greater Cimciati Herpetological Society (or G.C.H.S.) and senthe
completed renewal form and appropriate dues to:
GCHS c/o Membership Renewal

PO Box 14783
Cincinnati, OH 45250

The February meeting will be Wednesday, February% at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Currently Held Positions

President Matthew Fille  (513) 515-9669 Vice President Chris Bauer (859) 609-1846
Treasurer Lori Becker (513) 831-4898 Editor Brittany Gibson (419) 464-8529
Sergeant Arms Bill Creasey Education Committee Chair

Secretary Kyle Becker (513) 831-4898 Peggy Fille (513) 5282
Advisor Grady Calhoun (812) 926-1206 Conservation Committee Chair

(513) 564-6041 Dean Alessandrini (513) 518-9157

About the GCHS

The Greater Cincinnati Herpetological Society holds
monthly meetings which typically consist of a short

Why Be a Member?
- Receive monthly issues ofhe Forked Tongue

business section, a refreshment intermission, and a
program related to herpetology. Both members and
nonmembers are invited to attend. Membership is open

Meet individuals knowledgeable about
herpetoculture
Have access to captive-bred herps and feeder

to anyone with an interest in reptiles and amphibians. animals
New members may sign up by mail or at the monthly Participate in society-sponsored field trips, and
meetings. Members receive monthly issues offhe outings.

Receive a 10%discount on herp-related items and
services when you show a valid membership card at
the following establishments:

Forked Tongueand free classified advertising. Annual
dues should be directed to the secretary at the society’s
mailing address, according to the rates below:

Student $10.00 Corresponding $10.00 Delhi Pet Center (513) 451-4015
Individual $15.00 Sustaining $25.00 Kentucky Reptile Zoo (606) 663-9160
Family $20.00 Institutional $30.00 Harrison Pet Center (513) 367-1115
Contributing  $50.00 All Creatures Animal Hospital  (513) 797-7387

Dr. Dahlhausen’s (513) 576-1990

P.O. Box 14783
Cincinnati, OH 45250

The February meeting will be Wednesday, February% at 7:00 pm at the at the Cincinnati Nature Center




