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Upcoming Meetings May's Business Minutes

June 10- Monthly Meeting featuring Rob Steubing, * The general membership voted to make Beth

Conservation Advisor to a London-based oil palm Cortright the new Secretary for the remainder of

plantation company based in the Mahakam area of the year as the current Secretary resigned

East Kalimantan (Indonesia). Rob will be sharinthwi * A brief overview was presented by Al Winstel, Jim

us The Herpetological Delights of Borneo Anno, Larry Becker, & Mike Schornak on the
Snake Road Trip — GREAT TRIP!!

July 1 - Monthly Meeting featuring John Chausmer, & Matthew Fille gave a brief overview of the 2009

Cincinnati area breeder and member of GCHS. John Herp Weekend Trip — we had 26 members present

will be speaking on the captive propagation and An announcement was made that June’s meeting

natural history of boas. would be moved to June @0 accommodate our
speaker’s return to the US

August 5 — Monthly Meeting featuring Joe

Greathouse, a naturalist at Oglebay State ParkdstW May’s Board Meeting Minutes

Virginia. Joe will be presenting on his researcll an* The Board meeting on Wednesday, April 20, 2009
field work focused on Hellbenders, as well as gjvin at 7:00pm at Matthew Fille’'s house was again

us information on our GCHS Trip to Oglebay. cancelled as only two board members would have
been present for this meeting

Upcoming Herp Trips * In attempt to gain attendance at board meetings, we

Bill Creasy has organized a trip to the ColumbusySw will be holding our next board meeting

Meet and the Columbus Zoo July"18 If you are immediately following the general meeting on June

interested in going, please see Bill Creasy foremor 10, 2009 at Perkins Restaurant in Eastgate, Ohio
details.

Rescue Report
We are always looking for good homes for our

Come join us August 28, 29, & 8 Wheeling, West  rescue animals. If you are a member in good standin
Virginia at Oglebay State Park for a weekend ofand would like to volunteer to take in a rescueithah
Hellbendering. We will be assisting Joe Greathousplease emailGCHS.Editor@yahoo.corto have your
and his team in locating and documenting Hellbenidemame added to the rescue list. You will be conthifte
in Oglebay State Park on Saturday and Sunday. an animal that you are willing to adopt comes tiyfou
rescue.

We will be meeting and carpooling as a group sb tha |t's that time of year when we are updating ou
we all arrive at the same time. We will be stayatg records. If you were on the rescue animal list

the park’s lodge. If you are interested, please lggreviously, you will need to email
Brittany Gibson know so we can start planning roomsGCHS.Editor@yahoo.corto have your name added to
carpooling etc. the Rescue Animal List. We need to make sure we

have the most up-to-date information on file for

everyone who is willing to take in animals.
September is another month when Snake Road

becomes a hot herping spot. We are looking intdnnouncements

planning another trip to Snake Road for the weekend PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE let us know if you
of September 4-7 (Labor Day weekend.) If you would  are interested in taking in rescue animals. As
be interested, please email Matt Fille so we cakema summer is just around the corner, we are beginning
plans for this trip to get calls for rescue and we need homes for them.

The July meeting will be_ Wednesday, July 3 at 7:00 pm at the Cincinnati Nature Center




Herp of the Month water and are larger and are more developed in warivid,

MUDPUPPY oxygen-poor water. The size of these gills can $#edwas an
Necturus maculosus indicator of water quality. Lungs: Aside from their gills,
By: Gordon Mitchell Mudpuppies also have lungs. However, their lunggrdaute

very little to their respiration. Through inflatiorand
deflation, these lungs are primarily used to stabilthe
Mudpuppies within the waterTail: Their tails are short and
are laterally compressed. These tails have distimgtial fins
with orange or red pigments. Due to the presencaudace
blood vessels, these fins are also used to exisaefen from
the water Eyes Their eyes are small, non-protuberant, and
lidless. Each side of their head has a dark lagtrigle, which
passes through their eyesHead: Their head is broad,
flattened, and truncated.Habitat: Mudpuppies favor all
types and depths of permanent water, such as |akesls,
rivers, and streams. They prefer water with subetbigpver.
Range Mudpuppies are found in the upper Midwest, the
Great Lakes States, and in southern Canada. Thge ran
extends as far west as the Great Plans and asutr as the
_ : ; Deep South. Activities: Mudpuppies are nocturnal. They
Photo Courtesy of GCHS Member, Grady Calhoun spend their days resting below underwater strustumed
their nights active in open water. If the watertusbid or
Many of us know that most amphibians go througha8es there is thick vegetation, they may be active dytime day.
in their lifetimes: egg, larva, and adult. Howeveng local Mudpuppies are active year-round. During thersemand
species does not pass its larval stage. That spézithe the winter, they may be found in deep water. Durihg
Mudpuppy (Necturus maculosus maculosus [Rafine3que]spring and the fall they are found in shallow watédnlike
Mudpuppies are members of the Order Caudata, thether amphibians, they do not hibernate duringvier.
Suborder Salamandroidea, and the Family Proteid® T Mudpuppies either walk or swim underwater. If thayim,
generic name, Necturus, is from the Greek wordtarek they have their legs folded Reproduction: Mudpuppies
which is “swimming”. Both the specific epithet antle  usually mate around September-November. Duringtitnis,
subspecies name, maculosus, are from the Latin ,worthe females form into groups in shallow water. Tirales are
macula, which is “spotted”. Other common namesthis  solitary. The females lay their internally fe#id eggs
species are Common Mudpuppy and Waterdog. Theisround April-June. These eggs are laid over a pedb
commons names come from the false belief thatsiézies several days. Females often build their nests munde

can bark like a dog. submerged logs, rocks, or other debris. These wastvary
in depth from 4 inches to 10 feet. The open endthese
DESCRIPTION OF THE MUDPUPPY submerged nests usually face downstreafiggs The

Size and ShapeMudpuppies are about 8-20 inches long.females lay about 18-200 yellow eggs. Each eggbleng
Color: Their dorsal sides are gray, gray-brown, rusty-re and is yellow or cream. These eggs are laid siagly are
brown, or black. Their lateral sides are lightentiBtheir  singly attached to the undersides of the submetggdor
dorsal and their lateral sides have scatteredgufaely  rock, in an area of about 6-12 inches in diaméfbe eggs
margined, dark blue to black, large, and irregotarounded  are suspended upon thin gelatinous stalks. Depgndgion
blotches. Their ventral sides are beige, creangray, and the water temperature, these eggs hatch within tabeid
have some small dark blotches. Older Mudpuppiese hawveeks, often around August-September. During their
more dark pigments than the younger Mudpuppi@sstal  incubation stage, the females guard their edgsvae: The
Grooves Mudpuppies have 15-16 costal grooves on eachewly hatched larvae are about 3%-1% inch long. THeexe a
side. These grooves are poorly developkdgs Their legs  broad, mid-dorsal dark brown stripe and 2 flankpetiow or
are short, strong, and are poorly developé&get Unlike  cream stripes, which they will lose after 1 yedne3e stripes
other salamander species, their feet each haves4 8kin: extend from their noses to the tips of their tailbey also
Their skin is slimy and slipperyGills: Mudpuppies each have both their front and rear legs, but no to@hese larvae
have 1 pair of gill slits and 3 pairs of maroon,redshy, and grow rapidly. They may double their size after thist year.
feathery external gills, all located at the junatiof their ~ Unlike other amphibians, they do not molt theirnskiThe
heads and their necks. These gills are either fatlgnded larvae will fully mature in 4-6 years. Although thevill be
outwards or are flattened upon their necks. Thefle g fully mature, they undergo incomplete metamorphasis
account for over 95% of their respiration. Thedlls gre  remain within their larval stage throughout theires and
smaller and are less developed in cold, clear, exygch  retain their external gillsDiet: Mudpuppies diet consists of
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aquatic invertebrates and vertebrates. Some of thiafo on HR 669: The Non Native Pet Bill
invertebrates are crayfish, insects, snails, wormsd By Al Winstel
mollusks. Some the vertebrates are small fish, éggs,
smaller salamanders, and carrion. Although, thizigs eats  Currently a bill has been introduced into the Hoase has gone to
fish eggs, they do not adversely affect game fisig committee for consideration. The bill could poissmake it
populations. Predators and Other Threats Mudpuppies illegal to. import herps, as well as possess orcbrem-native herps
h . . _(everything from ball pythons to tortoises). It wid also affect
ave some predators. Some of them include lardgge fis . ; : ! _

. . . ~.other animal groups like tropical fish. The pumpds to prevent

Hellbenders (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis Daudin)

o release of non natives. It is being monitored ly Pet Industry
Northern Water Snakes (Nerodin sipedon L.), latgélels,  j5int Advisory Council (PIJAC) and info, along witiiking points,

Herons (Family Ardeidge), aqd some mammal speci€%an be found at their website (Google “PIJAC”)If you wish and
Another threat to them is the fisherman. Thinkihgttthe are able to write representatives on the bill (adses/e-mails on

Mudpuppy is venomous, fishermen often discard anylJAC Pet Alert), please be positive and businkessind use
captured Mudpuppies. Like other amphibians, Mughpesp  PIJAC points to support your views. If the repreaéve is not
have been declining in some areas. This is due aoym Yours, you may need to send a letter, many do oot e-mails
environmental factors. Mudpuppies are sensitivesagane ~ from non constituents. There is a hearing comipgApril 23.

pesticides, such as lampricides and piscicides. Below is an excerpt from the PIJAC pet alert onfitile

“HR 669 substantially complicates that process bmpgelling the
Service to produce two lists after conducting & Bssessment for

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY FIELD GUIDE TO NORTH €ach nonnative wildlife species to determine isitikely to “cause

WORKS CITED

AMERICAN REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS economic or environmental harm or harm to othemahispecies’
By John L. Behler and F. Wayne King health or human health.” In order to be placed lun “‘Approved
List” it must be established that the species ldsar is not likely,
AMPHIBIANS OF WISCONSIN to cause “harm” anywhere in the US. Species thatcansidered
By Rebecca Cristoffel, Robert Hay, and Michelle Wyaim potentially harmful would be placed on an “UnapmovList.”

Furthermore, HR 669 would essentially ban all sget¢hat do not
appear on the Approved List, regardless of whatheot they

have ever been petitioned for listing or are sigfitly well studied
to enable a listing determination. Species not appg on the

A FIELD GUIDE TO REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF EASTERN
AND CENTRAL NORTH AMERICA
By Roger Conant

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES IN WEST VIRGINIA “Approved List” could not be imported ir_lto the Umit States;
By N. Bayard Green and Thomas K. Pauley therefore, all unapproved nonnative species couldb® moved
interstate. In addition, trade in all such unlisspe&ciesvould come
AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF THE GREAT LAKES REGION to a halt — possession would be limited and all breeding doul
By James H. Harding cease. Unless those species are included on theovap list
import, export, transport, and breeding would behpbited.
MICHIGAN FROGS, TOADS, AND SALAMANDERS Exceptions are limited and would

By James H. Harding and J. Alan Holman not be available to pet owners across the nation.
AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES OF PENNSYLVANIA AND THE
NORTHEAST

By Arthur C. Hulse, C.J. McCoy, and Ellen J. Censky

THE IMPACT
Nonnative species in the pet trade encompass virtlya every
bird, reptile, fish and a number of mammals (e.g., hamsters,

SALAMANDERS OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA gerbils, guinea pigs, ferretsfommonly kept as pets It is
By James W. Petronka immaterial under HR 669 that the

« Vast majority of nonnative species in the pet tradee been in
SALAMANDERS OF OHIO the United States in large numbers for decadese Somhundreds
Edited by Ralph A. Pfingsten and Floyd L. Downs of years, and have not proven to be an environrhprialem.

* Numerous species are raised in the United Statesminy
purposes, pets, recreational fishing and huntimgg f etc.
* Only a small number of species kept as pets hawseca

PENNSYLVANIA AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES
By Larry L. Shaffer

AMPHIBIANS AND REPTILES environmental problems, and this has generally beera very
By Thomas F. Tyning localized basis (i.e. southern Florida, Hawaii).

* Most states have exercised their authority to @guproblem
SALAMANDERS OF INDIANA species within their own borders through a mixtofenanagement

By Rod N. Williams, Brian J. MacGowan, Bruce Kinsuand Zachary  regimes ranging from permit systems to bans.............
Walker

*NOTE: This bill went back to the committee to rewritgedto
many negative calls and letters. It will probabé/rewritten and
maybe sent back for hearings under a new bill #.
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warty brown back, sometimes with a mid dorsal theal
stripe and the usual black and red mottled beljey tend
to do best at cooler temps (low to mid 70’s) in ada with
relatively low water levels and floating island$.have had
these feed on Reptomin, red worms, sow bugs, ankets.
Mine tends to feed under the water only and spemaist of
its time there. | have lost several that havetetiawith body
sores or refused to feed and die®aramesotritonhas a
First | recall the eastern newtsNotophthalmus reputation for being delicate, but apparently acated
viridesceny  These guys are olive green with a brightanimals can survive quite well. Use of Melafix asvater
yellow belly and a row of black bordered red spaisng ~ additive did not work for me, but some recommend
each side |00king like porth0|e5_ Since '[hey anezado the antibiotics deSignEd for fish. | have heard thadtlme is the
Midwest (Shawnee State Forest and Hoosier Natieoggst ~ only easily available antibiotic that is safe fateznal use in
are some semi-local sites where they might be fpuhey amphibians, but have not had occasion to use fitave one
survive fa|r|y warm temperatures and survive in hiabitat animal that shares a tank with 2 fire beIIy toadd an albino
provided in tropical fish tanks (although mixingeth with ~ paradise fish. The fish was added to scavenge Hiaek
fish is probably a bad idea). The land form of &sstern worms that escaped the newt’s notice.
newt, the red eft, replaces the ground color wétth r These The largest newt usually available is the $gfamibbed
are seldom seen for sale. Eventua"y in Shop£thﬂ‘e newt Pleurodeles WaI)l Growing to 12 inches total Iength,
joined by California or Oregon newt3gricha sp.), which  this species is less brightly colored than the rsthbeing a
are both a light tan dorsally with an unblemishediopy ~ dark olive with black spots. A few of these wantay be
belly. The two most common specigsanulosaandtorosa ~ Yellow or red. This newt is said to push its rtheough the
are differentiated by the darkness of their lowgelids.  Skin at the brighter colored warts and secretentoxihen
From the west coast of the U.S., they also surtiieefish ~ threatened. Relatively warm standing water is meoended.
shops, but most likely would be happier with cooler Having never kept these, | would try room tempeetiown
temperatures (70'5) Lifespan can reach 15 yearhave into the low 70’s. Most of the animals | have séansale
also heard stories of folks swallowing these guysaadare have been at herp shows and perhaps 4 inchedeotgh @
and succumbing to their skin poisons. In gendrahdling $25 each. They are obviously pricier than the igsec
newts needs to be done with care and hands washé&gentioned above.
afterwards. Touching eyes or mouth before handiwgss Occasionally on the internet or at a few hefpws, you
a bad idea due to these toxins. might see several other newts. The marbled newttledo
Somewhere along the way, shops have stoppedling ~ green and black on top, grows to 6 inches long reels
the eastern newts. At one time pet shops swit¢heel  both terrestrial and aquatic set ups. | recalingeene of
southern subspecies in which the lateral red spetome these on exhibit at the Columbus Zoo years agover@e
Stripes, but these also disappeared from Commpm’lmy newts of the genu§'riturus, including the smooth newt,
because eastern newts are protected in Ohio, alhy crested newt, and Alpine newt, may appear at hieop/s or
other native speciesTarichahave also gotten less common be offered on the internet. The males of thetlaste have a
in Captivity, rep|aced bﬁynopspyrrhogaster the Japanese beautiful crest along their backs dUring the bm@(ﬁeason,
fire belly newt, about the same size as the othver and SO beware when buying these. That pretty crest wil
colored very dark brown dorsally with a fire redatk disappear later, leaving you with a bunch of maled no
mottled belly. These are Asian and about 3-5 iadbag, females. Triturus tend to be terrestrial during the non
near the eastern newt in size. They are bestaepooler breeding season and aquatic during the breedirgpsearhe
temperatures (be]ow 75 degrees) and do well mmtﬁ; bellies are red or red and black SpOttEd with avbrdolack
set up with cork bark or other floating materialaasesting ~ Or bluish black dorsum.
spot. Newts have much to recommend them. They are
More recently, at least three other newts haseome beautiful, somewhat active during the day, andyfaasy to
available in the pet trade. The paddle tail newtfeed and house. Your neighbors won't get frighteigy
(Pachytritor) is a smooth skinned newt up to 6 inches longthem; in fact they probably won't even know you éakiem.
brown dorsally with a red and black spotted bellyhave ~ Of course, they are not terribly handle able, meqeare
not kept these, but they are said to be aquatiwandhardy ~about hand washing, and must usually be kept faiogl.
from 40-80 degrees Fahrenheit. The heads are soanew Breeding may require a winter cooling period anding the
flatter than the above mentioned species. To cioatel aduatic young is somewhat similar to raising bably.f Also
matters, there is another animal called the patidleewt, SOme require a terrestrial set up for part of teary They
warty newt, giant fire belly newt, or Hong Kong rtew can live for quite a long time, probably longerrtheour dog
(Paramesotrito). Several species are imported and they ar®' cat, which can be either a plus or a minus.
difficult to tell apart. Again from Asia, thesevea very

Newt Review
By Al Winstel

Paramesotriton sp,
Hong Kong Newt

The July meeting will be Wednesday, July %l at 7:00 pm at the Cincinnati Nature Center




growing more scarce as students demand that
* professors spend more time teaching.

2. Staff position with government wildlife
agencies. These positions may be either field- or
desk-oriented, and are available through the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service or any of the fifty state
wildlife agencies. Duties range from determination
of endangered and threatened species status to
research about critical habitat to law enforcement
to public relations. Opportunities for field workea
good in this sector of the herpetological job

" I 0
# . o market, but there is much bureaucracy and paper
' work.
% " "
% ! 3. Curator or staff position at a Natural History

Museum. This often involves the same academic
training as a university faculty position, and

So, You Want To Be A Herpetologist sometimes is a joint appointment with a nearby
college or university. The duties of a museum

According to the Center for North Americancurator or staff member are much more varied,

Herpetology, ranging from herpetological research to exhibit
preparation to public lectures to fund-raising to

“Herpetology is the scientific study of editing or writing books and articles.

amphibians, turtles, reptiles and crocodilians, a

fascinating field of endeavor. Individuals thatHerpetologists interested in augmenting their

aspire to be herpetologists should understand thiecome often develop a number of skills to a

kinds of jobs that are available. Throughout therofessional level that permits them to chargeea fe

world, there are three major areas of employmentopr services or products such as photography,

as follows: presenting public lectures, writing books and
articles (for royalties or direct fees), consultifom

1. Faculty position at a college or university. §hi endangered and threatened species and their

ddc training, minimally resulting in a dh a habitats), and conducting wildlife tours.”

Doctoral Degree, either or both with a specialty in

herpetology. Alternatively, some aspiringTaken from CNAH June 5, 2009 12:05am

herpetologists specialize in peripheral fieldshttp://www.naherpetology.org/careers.asp?id=1

(psychology, computer science, veterinary

medicine, etc.), but use primarily amphibians,

turtles, reptiles, and crocodilians as subjects for

their research. Faculty employment, at least

initially (and at many institutions continually),

involves a commitment to teaching. At smaller

schools, time for research on amphibians, turtles,

reptiles, and crocodilians is often that left over

after teaching duties that usually address a broade

subject matter; larger universities frequently have

faCUIty whose Only responsibility is research ONake Erie Water Snake, Nerodia sipedon insularum

these creatures, but such positions are few am#oto courtesy of GCHS Member, Jim Anno
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Requirements for Submitting Articles
to the Forked Tongue

Articles can be submitted via CD or hard copy tdtdtd GCHS, 33 Eastridge Drive, Amelia, Ohio 45102.
Articles may be e-mailed to Brittany Gibson&ECHS.Editor@yahoo.comBlack and white or color photographs
can be included with articles. Photo submissiormukhinclude your name, phone number, and desoripai
photo on the back. Photos can be returned. All tde@endent submissions must be in the editor'sgssgsn no
later than the meeting previous to the publication.

Classifieds
Discount A 10% discount is offered to all card-carrying niers of the GCHS &ll Creatures Animal Hospital
Dr. Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894 Ohio Pike, ArmagOH 45102, 513-797-7387.

Discount A 10% discount is offered to all card carryingmieers of the GCHS by Dr. Dahlhausen at the Avian
and Exotic Medical Center, 9951 Springfield Pikehdhnati, Ohio 513-576-1990

Feeder Bugs— FeederBugs.com supplies Bait Shops, Pet St@megders and hobbyists with the finest in
PREMIUM feeder insects! FeederBugs.com has been in bgsioesver 10 years and offers highly competitive
pricing on their bugs. Locally found in Indianasiwww.feederbugs.corfor pricing and more information!

LOOKING FOR A HERP??

If you are looking for a new herp and aren’t sufeve to go or what to get, call Matt Fille or ChBiguer!! They
are always available to answer questions, givecad\r point you in the right direction. Also, kei@ mind the
monthly All-Ohio Reptile Shows in Columbus, Ohidhe next shows are July 18, & August 15, 2009.

Classified Advertising Policy

GCHS Members may run a free classified ad of %&limeless
at no charge for an unlimited time; however, thevaldl be

canceled after one month unless the editor is nméak to
continue it. Please include scientific names foe &nimals
with your ad as well as your phone number and enele. Ads
of up to 7 lines for non-member are $5 per issdeclarges
for items more than 7 lines long are as follows:

Business card size $ 5 perissue

1/4 page $10 per issue

1/2 page $15 per issue

Full page inserts* $20 per issue
*150 sheets per issue provided by advertiser
Full page inserts® $30 per issue

~Ad is printed in actual newsletter by GCHS
Midland Brown Snake, Storeria Dekayi
Photo Courtesy of Brittany Gibson, GCHS Member

The GCHS is not liable for the quality of the merclkandise advertised.
The Society also reserves the right to refuse angl @onsidered to be inappropriate.
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Currently Held Positions
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President Matthew Fille
Vice President Chris Bauer
Treasurer Lori Becker
Secretary Kyle Becker
Sergeant at Arms Bill Creasey
Editor Brittany Gibson
Education Committee Chair Peggy Fille

Conservation Committee Chair Dean Alessandrini

Advisor Grady Calhoun

P.O. Box 14783
Cincinnati, OH 45250

(513) 515-9669
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(513) 831-4898
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