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Upcoming Meetings 
June 10 - Monthly Meeting featuring Rob Steubing, a 
Conservation Advisor to a London-based oil palm 
plantation company based in the Mahakam area of 
East Kalimantan (Indonesia). Rob will be sharing with 
us The Herpetological Delights of Borneo. 
 
July 1 - Monthly Meeting featuring John Chausmer, a 
Cincinnati area breeder and member of GCHS. John 
will be speaking on the captive propagation and 
natural history of boas. 
 
August 5 – Monthly Meeting featuring Joe 
Greathouse, a naturalist at Oglebay State Park in West 
Virginia. Joe will be presenting on his research and 
field work focused on Hellbenders, as well as giving 
us information on our GCHS Trip to Oglebay. 
 
Upcoming Herp Trips 
Bill Creasy has organized a trip to the Columbus Swap 
Meet and the Columbus Zoo July 18th.  If you are 
interested in going, please see Bill Creasy for more 
details. 
 
 
Come join us August 28, 29, & 30th in Wheeling, West 
Virginia at Oglebay State Park for a weekend of  
Hellbendering. We will be assisting Joe Greathouse 
and his team in locating and documenting Hellbenders 
in Oglebay State Park on Saturday and Sunday.   
 
We will be meeting and carpooling as a group so that 
we all arrive at the same time. We will be staying at 
the park’s lodge. If you are interested, please let 
Brittany Gibson know so we can start planning rooms, 
carpooling etc.  
 
 
September is another month when Snake Road 
becomes a hot herping spot. We are looking into 
planning another trip to Snake Road for the weekend 
of September 4-7 (Labor Day weekend.) If you would 
be interested, please email Matt Fille so we can make 
plans for this trip 

May’s Business Minutes 
*  The general membership voted to make Beth 

Cortright the new Secretary for the remainder of 
the year as the current Secretary resigned 

* A brief overview was presented by Al Winstel, Jim 
Anno, Larry Becker, & Mike Schornak on the 
Snake Road Trip – GREAT TRIP!! 

*  Matthew Fille gave a brief overview of the 2009 
Herp Weekend Trip – we had 26 members present 

*  An announcement was made that June’s meeting 
would be moved to June 10th to accommodate our 
speaker’s return to the US 

 
May’s Board Meeting Minutes 
*  The Board meeting on Wednesday, April 20, 2009 

at 7:00pm at Matthew Fille’s house  was again 
cancelled as only two board members would have 
been present for this meeting 

*  In attempt to gain attendance at board meetings, we 
will be holding our next board meeting 
immediately following the general meeting on June 
10, 2009 at Perkins Restaurant in Eastgate, Ohio 

 
Rescue Report 
     We are always looking for good homes for our 
rescue animals. If you are a member in good standing 
and would like to volunteer to take in a rescued animal, 
please email GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com to have your 
name added to the rescue list. You will be contacted if 
an animal that you are willing to adopt comes through 
rescue. 
     It’s that time of year when we are updating our 
records. If you were on the rescue animal list 
previously, you will need to email 
GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com to have your name added to 
the Rescue Animal List. We need to make sure we 
have the most up-to-date information on file for 
everyone who is willing to take in animals.  
 
Announcements 
*  PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE let us know if you 

are interested in taking in rescue animals. As 
summer is just around the corner, we are beginning 
to get calls for rescue and we need homes for them. 
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Herp of the Month  
MUDPUPPY 
Necturus maculosus 
By: Gordon Mitchell 
 

 
Photo Courtesy of GCHS Member, Grady Calhoun 
 
Many of us know that most amphibians go through 3 stages 
in their lifetimes: egg, larva, and adult. However, one local 
species does not pass its larval stage. That species is the 
Mudpuppy (Necturus maculosus maculosus [Rafinesque]).   
Mudpuppies are members of the Order Caudata, the 
Suborder Salamandroidea, and the Family Proteida. The 
generic name, Necturus, is from the Greek word, nekton, 
which is “swimming”. Both the specific epithet and the 
subspecies name, maculosus, are from the Latin word, 
macula, which is “spotted”. Other common names for this 
species are Common Mudpuppy and Waterdog. Their 
commons names come from the false belief that this species 
can bark like a dog. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF THE MUDPUPPY 
Size and Shape: Mudpuppies are about 8-20 inches long.  
Color: Their dorsal sides are gray, gray-brown, rusty red-
brown, or black. Their lateral sides are lighter. Both their 
dorsal and their lateral sides have scattered, irregularly 
margined, dark blue to black, large, and irregular or rounded 
blotches. Their ventral sides are beige, cream, or gray, and 
have some small dark blotches. Older Mudpuppies have 
more dark pigments than the younger Mudpuppies.  Costal 
Grooves: Mudpuppies have 15-16 costal grooves on each 
side. These grooves are poorly developed.  Legs: Their legs 
are short, strong, and are poorly developed.  Feet: Unlike 
other salamander species, their feet each have 4 toes.  Skin: 
Their skin is slimy and slippery.  Gills: Mudpuppies each 
have 1 pair of gill slits and 3 pairs of maroon red, bushy, and 
feathery external gills, all located at the junction of their 
heads and their necks. These gills are either fully extended 
outwards or are flattened upon their necks. These gills 
account for over 95% of their respiration.  These gills are 
smaller and are less developed in cold, clear, oxygen-rich 

water and are larger and are more developed in warm, turbid, 
oxygen-poor water. The size of these gills can be used as an 
indicator of water quality.  Lungs: Aside from their gills, 
Mudpuppies also have lungs. However, their lungs contribute 
very little to their respiration. Through inflation and 
deflation, these lungs are primarily used to stabilize the 
Mudpuppies within the water.  Tail : Their tails are short and 
are laterally compressed. These tails have distinct caudal fins 
with orange or red pigments. Due to the presence of surface 
blood vessels, these fins are also used to extract oxygen from 
the water  Eyes: Their eyes are small, non-protuberant, and 
lidless. Each side of their head has a dark lateral stripe, which 
passes through their eyes.  Head: Their head is broad, 
flattened, and truncated.  Habitat : Mudpuppies favor all 
types and depths of permanent water, such as lakes, ponds, 
rivers, and streams. They prefer water with submerged cover. 
  Range: Mudpuppies are found in the upper Midwest, the 
Great Lakes States, and in southern Canada. The range 
extends as far west as the Great Plans and as far south as the 
Deep South.  Activities:  Mudpuppies are nocturnal. They 
spend their days resting below underwater structures and 
their nights active in open water. If the water is turbid or 
there is thick vegetation, they may be active during the day.   
   Mudpuppies are active year-round. During the summer and 
the winter, they may be found in deep water. During the 
spring and the fall they are found in shallow water. Unlike 
other amphibians, they do not hibernate during the winter. 
Mudpuppies either walk or swim underwater. If they swim, 
they have their legs folded.  Reproduction:  Mudpuppies 
usually mate around September-November. During this time, 
the females form into groups in shallow water. The males are 
solitary.  The females lay their internally fertilized eggs 
around April-June. These eggs are laid over a period of 
several days.  Females often build their nests under 
submerged logs, rocks, or other debris. These nests can vary 
in depth from 4 inches to 10 feet. The open ends of these 
submerged nests usually face downstream.  Eggs:  The 
females lay about 18-200 yellow eggs. Each egg is oblong 
and is yellow or cream. These eggs are laid singly and are 
singly attached to the undersides of the submerged log or 
rock, in an area of about 6-12 inches in diameter. The eggs 
are suspended upon thin gelatinous stalks.  Depending upon 
the water temperature, these eggs hatch within about 5-10 
weeks, often around August-September. During their 
incubation stage, the females guard their eggs.  Larvae:  The 
newly hatched larvae are about ¾-1½ inch long. They have a 
broad, mid-dorsal dark brown stripe and 2 flanking yellow or 
cream stripes, which they will lose after 1 year. These stripes 
extend from their noses to the tips of their tails. They also 
have both their front and rear legs, but no toes.   These larvae 
grow rapidly. They may double their size after their 1st year. 
Unlike other amphibians, they do not molt their skin.  The 
larvae will fully mature in 4-6 years. Although they will be 
fully mature, they undergo incomplete metamorphosis and 
remain within their larval stage throughout their lives and 
retain their external gills.  Diet:  Mudpuppies diet consists of 
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aquatic invertebrates and vertebrates. Some of the 
invertebrates are crayfish, insects, snails, worms, and 
mollusks. Some the vertebrates are small fish, fish eggs, 
smaller salamanders, and carrion. Although, this species eats 
fish eggs, they do not adversely affect game fish 
populations.  Predators and Other Threats:  Mudpuppies 
have some predators. Some of them include large fish, 
Hellbenders (Cryptobranchus alleganiensis Daudin), 
Northern Water Snakes (Nerodin sipedon L.), large turtles, 
Herons (Family Ardeidae), and some mammal species.  
Another threat to them is the fisherman. Thinking that the 
Mudpuppy is venomous, fishermen often discard any 
captured Mudpuppies.  Like other amphibians, Mudpuppies 
have been declining in some areas. This is due to many 
environmental factors. Mudpuppies are sensitive to some 
pesticides, such as lampricides and piscicides. 
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Info on HR 669: The Non Native Pet Bill 
By Al Winstel 
 
Currently a bill has been introduced into the House and has gone to 
a committee for consideration.  The bill could possibly make it 
illegal to import herps, as well as possess or breed non-native herps 
(everything from ball pythons to tortoises).  It would also affect 
other animal groups like tropical fish.  The purpose is to prevent 
release of non natives.  It is being monitored by the Pet Industry 
Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) and info, along with talking points, 
can be found at their website (Google “PIJAC”).    If you wish and 
are able to write representatives on the bill (addresses/e-mails on 
PIJAC Pet Alert), please be positive and businesslike and use 
PIJAC points to support your views.  If the representative is not 
yours, you may need to send a letter, many do not accept e-mails 
from non constituents.  There is a hearing coming up April 23.  
Below is an excerpt from the PIJAC pet alert on the bill. 
 
“HR 669 substantially complicates that process by compelling the 
Service to produce two lists after conducting a risk assessment for 
each nonnative wildlife species to determine if it is likely to “cause 
economic or environmental harm or harm to other animal species’ 
health or human health.” In order to be placed on the “Approved 
List” it must be established that the species has not, or is not likely, 
to cause “harm” anywhere in the US. Species that are considered 
potentially harmful would be placed on an “Unapproved List.” 
Furthermore, HR 669 would essentially ban all species that do not 
appear on the Approved List, regardless of whether or not they 
have ever been petitioned for listing or are sufficiently well studied 
to enable a listing determination. Species not appearing on the 
“Approved List” could not be imported into the United States; 
therefore, all unapproved nonnative species could not be moved 
interstate. In addition, trade in all such unlisted species would come 
to a halt – possession would be limited and all breeding would 
cease. Unless those species are included on the approved list 
import, export, transport, and breeding would be prohibited. 
Exceptions are limited and would 
not be available to pet owners across the nation. 
 
THE IMPACT 
Nonnative species in the pet trade encompass virtually every 
bird, reptile, fish and a number of mammals (e.g., hamsters, 
gerbils, guinea pigs, ferrets) commonly kept as pets. It is 
immaterial under HR 669 that the 
• Vast majority of nonnative species in the pet trade have been in 
the United States in large numbers for decades, some for hundreds 
of years, and have not proven to be an environmental problem. 
• Numerous species are raised in the United States for many 
purposes, pets, recreational fishing and hunting, food, etc. 
• Only a small number of species kept as pets have caused 
environmental problems, and this has generally been on a very 
localized basis (i.e. southern Florida, Hawaii). 
• Most states have exercised their authority to regulate problem 
species within their own borders through a mixture of management 
regimes ranging from permit systems to bans………….   
 
*NOTE: This bill went back to the committee to rewrite due to 
many negative calls and letters.  It will probably be rewritten and 
maybe sent back for hearings under a new bill #. 
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Newt Review 
By Al Winstel 

 
 
 
Paramesotriton sp, 
 Hong Kong Newt 
      
     First I recall the eastern newts (Notophthalmus 
viridescens).  These guys are olive green with a bright 
yellow belly and a row of black bordered red spots along 
each side looking like portholes. Since they are native to the 
Midwest (Shawnee State Forest and Hoosier National Forest 
are some semi-local sites where they might be found), they 
survive fairly warm temperatures and survive in the habitat 
provided in tropical fish tanks (although mixing them with 
fish is probably a bad idea).  The land form of the eastern 
newt, the red eft, replaces the ground color with red.  These 
are seldom seen for sale.  Eventually in shops these were 
joined by California or Oregon newts (Taricha sp.), which 
are both a light tan dorsally with an unblemished yellow 
belly.  The two most common species, granulosa and torosa 
are differentiated by the darkness of their lower eyelids.  
From the west coast of the U.S., they also survive the fish 
shops, but most likely would be happier with cooler 
temperatures (70’s).  Lifespan can reach 15 years.  I have 
also heard stories of folks swallowing these guys on a dare 
and succumbing to their skin poisons.  In general, handling 
newts needs to be done with care and hands washed 
afterwards.  Touching eyes or mouth before hand washing is 
a bad idea due to these toxins.   
     Somewhere along the way, shops have stopped handling 
the eastern newts.  At one time pet shops switched to a 
southern subspecies in which the lateral red spots become 
stripes, but these also disappeared from commerce, possibly 
because eastern newts are protected in Ohio, along with 
other native species.  Taricha have also gotten less common 
in captivity, replaced by Cynops pyrrhogaster, the Japanese 
fire belly newt, about the same size as the other two and 
colored very dark brown dorsally with a fire red black 
mottled belly.  These are Asian and about 3-5 inches long, 
near the eastern newt in size.  They are best kept at cooler 
temperatures (below 75 degrees) and do well in an aquatic 
set up with cork bark or other floating material as a resting 
spot. 
     More recently, at least three other newts have become 
available in the pet trade.  The paddle tail newt 
(Pachytriton) is a smooth skinned newt up to 6 inches long, 
brown dorsally with a red and black spotted belly.  I have 
not kept these, but they are said to be aquatic and very hardy 
from 40-80 degrees Fahrenheit.  The heads are somewhat 
flatter than the above mentioned species.  To complicate 
matters, there is another animal called the paddle tail newt, 
warty newt, giant fire belly newt, or Hong Kong newt 
(Paramesotriton).  Several species are imported and they are 
difficult to tell apart.  Again from Asia, these have a very 

warty brown back, sometimes with a mid dorsal thin red 
stripe and the usual black and red mottled belly.  They tend 
to do best at cooler temps (low to mid 70’s) in aquaria with 
relatively low water levels and floating islands.  I have had 
these feed on Reptomin, red worms, sow bugs, and crickets.  
Mine tends to feed under the water only and spends most of 
its time there.  I have lost several that have started with body 
sores or refused to feed and died.  Paramesotriton has a 
reputation for being delicate, but apparently acclimated 
animals can survive quite well.  Use of Melafix as a water 
additive did not work for me, but some recommend 
antibiotics designed for fish.  I have heard that bactine is the 
only easily available antibiotic that is safe for external use in 
amphibians, but have not had occasion to use it.  I have one 
animal that shares a tank with 2 fire belly toads and an albino 
paradise fish.  The fish was added to scavenge live black 
worms that escaped the newt’s notice.   
     The largest newt usually available is the Spanish ribbed 
newt (Pleurodeles waltl).  Growing to 12 inches total length, 
this species is less brightly colored than the others, being a 
dark olive with black spots.  A few of these warts may be 
yellow or red.  This newt is said to push its ribs through the 
skin at the brighter colored warts and secrete toxins when 
threatened.  Relatively warm standing water is recommended. 
 Having never kept these, I would try room temperature down 
into the low 70’s.  Most of the animals I have seen for sale 
have been at herp shows and perhaps 4 inches total length @ 
$25 each.  They are obviously pricier than the species 
mentioned above. 
     Occasionally on the internet or at a few herp shows, you 
might see several other newts. The marbled newt, mottled 
green and black on top, grows to 6 inches long and needs 
both terrestrial and aquatic set ups.  I recall seeing one of 
these on exhibit at the Columbus Zoo years ago.  Several 
newts of the genus Triturus, including the smooth newt, 
crested newt, and Alpine newt, may appear at herp shows or 
be offered on the internet.  The males of the last three have a 
beautiful crest along their backs during the breeding season, 
so beware when buying these.  That pretty crest will 
disappear later, leaving you with a bunch of males and no 
females.  Triturus tend to be terrestrial during the non 
breeding season and aquatic during the breeding season.  The 
bellies are red or red and black spotted with a brown, black 
or bluish black dorsum.   
     Newts have much to recommend them.  They are 
beautiful, somewhat active during the day, and fairly easy to 
feed and house.  Your neighbors won’t get frightened by 
them; in fact they probably won’t even know you have them. 
 Of course, they are not terribly handle able, require care 
about hand washing, and must usually be kept fairly cool.  
Breeding may require a winter cooling period and raising the 
aquatic young is somewhat similar to raising baby fish.  Also 
some require a terrestrial set up for part of the year.  They 
can live for quite a long time, probably longer than your dog 
or cat, which can be either a plus or a minus.   
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So, You Want To Be A Herpetologist: 
 
According to the Center for North American 
Herpetology,  
 
“Herpetology is the scientific study of 
amphibians, turtles, reptiles and crocodilians, a 
fascinating field of endeavor. Individuals that 
aspire to be herpetologists should understand the 
kinds of jobs that are available. Throughout the 
world, there are three major areas of employment, 
as follows:  
 
1. Faculty position at a college or university. This 
ddc training, minimally resulting in a dh a 
Doctoral Degree, either or both with a specialty in 
herpetology. Alternatively, some aspiring 
herpetologists specialize in peripheral fields 
(psychology, computer science, veterinary 
medicine, etc.), but use primarily amphibians, 
turtles, reptiles, and crocodilians as subjects for 
their research. Faculty employment, at least 
initially (and at many institutions continually), 
involves a commitment to teaching. At smaller 
schools, time for research on amphibians, turtles, 
reptiles, and crocodilians is often that left over 
after teaching duties that usually address a broader 
subject matter; larger universities frequently have 
faculty whose only responsibility is research on 
these creatures, but such positions are few and 

growing more scarce as students demand that 
professors spend more time teaching.  
 
2. Staff position with government wildlife 
agencies. These positions may be either field- or 
desk-oriented, and are available through the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service or any of the fifty state 
wildlife agencies. Duties range from determination 
of endangered and threatened species status to 
research about critical habitat to law enforcement 
to public relations. Opportunities for field work are 
good in this sector of the herpetological job 
market, but there is much bureaucracy and paper 
work.  
 
3. Curator or staff position at a Natural History 
Museum. This often involves the same academic 
training as a university faculty position, and 
sometimes is a joint appointment with a nearby 
college or university. The duties of a museum 
curator or staff member are much more varied, 
ranging from herpetological research to exhibit 
preparation to public lectures to fund-raising to 
editing or writing books and articles.  
 
Herpetologists interested in augmenting their 
income often develop a number of skills to a 
professional level that permits them to charge a fee 
for services or products such as photography, 
presenting public lectures, writing books and 
articles (for royalties or direct fees), consulting (on 
endangered and threatened species and their 
habitats), and conducting wildlife tours.” 
 
Taken from CNAH June 5, 2009 12:05am 
http://www.naherpetology.org/careers.asp?id=1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake Erie Water Snake, Nerodia sipedon insularum 

Photo Courtesy of GCHS Member, Jim Anno 
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Requirements for Submitting Articles  
to the Forked Tongue 

 
Articles can be submitted via CD or hard copy to Editor, GCHS, 33 Eastridge Drive, Amelia, Ohio 45102.  
Articles may be e-mailed to Brittany Gibson at GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com.  Black and white or color photographs 
can be included with articles. Photo submissions should include your name, phone number, and description of 
photo on the back. Photos can be returned. All time dependent submissions must be in the editor’s possession no 
later than the meeting previous to the publication. 
 

Classifieds 
Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card-carrying members of the GCHS at All Creatures Animal Hospital. 
Dr. Dan Meakin, All Creatures, 1894 Ohio Pike, Amelia, OH 45102, 513-797-7387. 
 
Discount: A 10% discount is offered to all card carrying members of the GCHS by Dr. Dahlhausen at the Avian 
and Exotic Medical Center, 9951 Springfield Pike, Cincinnati, Ohio 513-576-1990 
 
Feeder Bugs – FeederBugs.com supplies Bait Shops, Pet Stores, Breeders and hobbyists with the finest in 
PREMIUM  feeder insects! FeederBugs.com has been in business for over 10 years and offers highly competitive 
pricing on their bugs. Locally found in Indiana, visit www.feederbugs.com for pricing and more information! 
 
 
 

LOOKING FOR A HERP??  
 
If you are looking for a new herp and aren’t sure where to go or what to get, call Matt Fille or Chris Bauer!!  They 
are always available to answer questions, give advice, or point you in the right direction.  Also, keep in mind the 
monthly All-Ohio Reptile Shows in Columbus, Ohio.  The next shows are July 18, & August 15, 2009. 
 

 
Classified Advertising Policy 

 
GCHS Members may run a free classified ad of 7 lines or less 
at no charge for an unlimited time; however, the ad will be 
canceled after one month unless the editor is informed to 
continue it.  Please include scientific names for the animals 
with your ad as well as your phone number and area code. Ads 
of up to 7 lines for non-member are $5 per issue; ad charges 
for items more than 7 lines long are as follows: 
 
Business card size $  5 per issue 
1/4 page   $10 per issue 
1/2 page   $15 per issue 
Full page inserts*  $20 per issue 
*150 sheets per issue provided by advertiser   
Full page inserts^  $30 per issue 
^Ad is printed in actual newsletter by GCHS             
           Midland Brown Snake, Storeria Dekayi 
           Photo Courtesy of Brittany Gibson, GCHS Member 
 
 

The GCHS is not liable for the quality of the merchandise advertised. 
The Society also reserves the right to refuse any ad considered to be inappropriate. 
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President   Matthew Fille  (513) 515-9669  Mfille@fuse.net 

Vice President   Chris Bauer  (859) 609-1846  Varanus451@aol.com 

Treasurer   Lori Becker  (513) 831-4898  lbecker1@cinci.rr.com 

Secretary   Kyle Becker  (513) 831-4898  posiyouthtilldeath@yahoo.com 

Sergeant at Arms   Bill Creasey  (513) 831-1711  bcreasey@cincynature.org 

Editor    Brittany Gibson  (419) 464-8529   GCHS.Editor@yahoo.com 

Education Committee Chair Peggy Fille  (513) 528-4452  Fille1@fuse.net 

Conservation Committee Chair Dean Alessandrini (513) 518-9157  dalessandrini@hubert.com 

Advisor    Grady Calhoun  (812) 926-1206   gradycalhoun@embarqmail.com 
       (513) 564-6041   
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